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In Touch with FPCR
FPCR—The Little Church
with the Big Heart
The Little Church with the Big Heart goes above and beyond helping others! It is
one of the assets of the First Presbyterian Church of Richfield. It seems that no
matter what the situation as far as members’ personal finances and/or church
finances, there is always participation in special collections. Below is a summary
of this year’s giving to others. See Page 4 of this newsletter for more
information.

Plus 80 jars of peanut butter from the PB Tree
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PB Tree Nets 80 Jars for the Food Pantry
The PB Tree (Peanut Butter
Christmas Tree) netted 80 jars of
peanut butter for the Slinger Food
Pantry.
The PB Tree was an enjoyable
activity suggested by Rev. Barbara
Jordan, and adopted during Advent.
Each Sunday, church service
attendees brought one or more jars
of peanut butter. The jars were then
collected by the children and placed
in the front of the church in the form

of a Christmas tree—with a little
adult help. On the last Sunday of
Advent, garland was added!
The PB Christmas Tree project began
December 2, the first Sunday of
Advent and ended on the last
Sunday, December 23.
The much appreciated peanut butter
delivery was made to the Slinger
Food Pantry by Elaine Schmidt on
December 26.

“This is my commandment, that you
love one another as I have loved
you.”
John 15:12 (Revised Standard Version)

Present Elders and
Board of Deacons

Elders
Rick Romanski
Elaine Schmidt
Kenneth Schmidt
Allen Schoeni
Jeff Zeller

News and Notes
(Please email us your updates to include in a future newsletter!)
Rev. and Mrs. Koehn are doing well. They joined members and friends for
the church service and spaghetti dinner on December 16. They enjoyed
visiting with everyone at FPCR. Elaine Schmidt has contact information if
you would like to send the Koehns a card, note, or email.
In Memory of Shirley Aicher (June 1930 to December 2018)
Remembered by many at FPCR, Shirley Aicher was a long-time member.

Clerk of Session
Elaine Schmidt

Deacons
Cheryl Weber
Jean Zeller

A teacher for 43 years, Shirley started teaching at Lake Five School (a oneroom school). She also taught in the Waukesha School System and retired
from St. Matthews in Campbellsport.
Shirley enjoyed playing the piano and organ. Throughout her life, she was a
Sunday School teacher and a 4-H leader. She enjoyed all kinds of
handcrafts, especially knitting and crocheting.
Visitation and a service were held on Saturday, December 22, at Schmidt &
Bartelt Funeral Home with her burial at St. Mary's Church Cemetery in
Lomira, WI.
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Kate Kujawa—A Young Lady with a Big
Heart!
At the beginning of every church
service, Elaine Schmidt gives the
church’s announcements as well
as any updates/concerns.
Recently, Kate joined Elaine
Schmidt to assist with the
announcements by taking the
microphone. Her
announcement was:
I love my Mom . . .
I love my Grandma . . .
And, I love all of you!
There wasn’t a dry eye in the
church. Kate has an infectious
smile, loves to greet people with
a big hug, and talks with
everyone. Thank you, Kate, for
reminding us to always love one
another.

Upcoming Events
January 27—Tentative Date
of FPCR’s Annual Meeting.
The meeting commences
after the 10 a.m. church
service.
January 31—You should have
received your annual
donation statement for tax
purposes. If you did not
receive one, please email the
church:
First PresbyofRichfield@gmail.com

March 6—Ash Wednesday
(marks the beginning of Lent).
April 20—Good Friday.
April 22—Easter Sunday.
Services at 10 a.m. All are
welcome!

Status Update on the Search for a Minister
FPCR spent the last year charting a course with the purpose of finding a new
minister while continuing to serve the present church attendees and the
community.
•
•
•
•
•

Discussions regarding “needs and wants” as a church commenced.
The pulpit was filled with substitutes while a new minister is being sought.
Members met and talked about financially responsible ways to continue
operating the church that would still meet needs and wants.
After meeting with the session from Lisbon Presbyterian Church, Sussex,
WI, a decision to “yoke” (share a minister) with them was made.
A job description was written and published through the Presbytery as
part of the search for a new minister to be shared with the Lisbon church.

This process will continue in 2019. During January, additional steps and
paperwork will be completed in the ministerial search. The Presbytery will
widen its search as necessary. In the meantime, we will continue to have
excellent services offered by substitute ministers through the scheduling work
of Elaine Schmidt, Clerk of Session.

Stay in Touch
First Presbyterian Church of
Richfield
2281 Highway 164
Richfield, WI 53076

Worship Services at 10 a.m.
on Sunday.
Website:
https://
FirstPresbyofRichfield.com
Email:
FirstPresbyofRichfield@gmail
.com
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FPCR—The Little Church with the Big Heart!
The First Presbyterian Church of
Richfield has many traditions. One
of those traditions is giving to
others. As in past years, 2018 has
been another incredible year of
giving by our members and friends.
Reroof the Church Campaign 2018
Local funding ongoing throughout
2018.
This campaign was a huge success,
thanks to all of you! The campaign
will close at the end of the year
with approximately $9,000
collected. These funds were
donated by generous individuals,
acquired through fundraising (flea
market and cookbooks), and by a
series of silent auctions and
produce sales in the church’s
narthex.
Slinger Community Food Pantry
Ongoing, local fund. Envelopes are
available in the Narthex for
monetary contributions; a bin is
located in the Narthex for food
donations.
The Pantry helps feed those in
need throughout the SlingerRichfield-Washington County area.
Aside from donations, it is not
unusual for a church member or
friend to volunteer at the Slinger
Community Food Pantry.
FPCR individuals donate
throughout the year. A monetary
and canned goods collection is
taken at Thanksgiving. In addition,
this year, the PB Christmas tree
allowed FPCR to donate 80 jars of
peanut butter to the Pantry in
December.
Mission Pledge
Through Presbytery – Annual
pledge is made by the church and
paid through church funds.
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This fund gives financial support for
mission personnel and projects
determined by the Presbyterian
Church U.S.A.
One Great Hour of Sharing
During the Lenten season—collection
ends with Easter Sunday. This special
collection is sponsored by the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and
supported by FPCR. Envelopes and/or
collections boxes are made available.

One Great Hour of Sharing gifts enable
the church to share God’s love with
neighbors-in-need around the world.
It gives relief to individuals affected by
natural disasters, provides food to the
hungry, and helps to empower the
poor and oppressed.
One hundred percent of the collected
money is sent to Presbytery.
Pentecost Offering
A special offering collected on the day
of Pentecost and sponsored by the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Envelopes
are made available for donations.
Forty percent of the Pentecost offering
is retained by our congregation for the
Kathy Hospice in West Bend, WI. The
remaining 60% is used to support
ministries of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency including young adult
volunteers, ministries for youth and
programs to support children at risk.
Peace and Global Witness
During the Season of Peace which
begins in September and ends with
World Communion Day at the
beginning of October.

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness
Offering enables the church to
promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice
throughout the world.

Twenty-five percent of the Peace and
Global Witness offering is sent to the
Albrecht Free Clinic in West Bend, WI.
Depending on the amount of the
offering, the FPCR session may choose
to add monies from church funds.
The Synod of Lakes and Prairies in
Milwaukee, retains an additional 25%
for ministries of peace and
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is
used by the Presbyterian Mission
Agency to advocate for peace and
justice in cultures of violence, including
our own, through collaborative
projects of education and Christian
witness.
Gingerbread House
A church collection is taken at the
beginning of each December.
As part of the Youth and Family Project
in Washington and Waukesha County,
Gingerbread House provides support,
guidance, and understanding to help
people in need realize their goals of
independence and personal well-being,
to achieve a safe, stable living
environment. During the Christmas
season, Gingerbread House ensures
that, “Every child in Washington
County will have the opportunity to
experience the lasting, cherished
memories of Christmas”. FPCR assists
Gingerbread House with this goal by
providing Christmas gift funds for a
family.
Christmas Joy Offering
Gifted during Advent Season using
special envelopes provided.
The Christmas Joy Offering provides
assistance to current and retired
church workers in their time of need
and helps by developing future

leaders at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equip
communities of color.
One hundred percent of the collected
money is sent to Presbytery.

